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Greater Bridgeport Youth Orchestras (GBYO) is pleased to announce that Gjorgj Kroqi is now 
String Orchestra Conductor. Mr. Kroqi, of Cheshire, was named Cello and Bass Coach last 
season and now takes the helm of the entry-level String Orchestra. In addition to his position at 
GBYO, Mr. Kroqi is the popular Orchestra Director at Roger Ludlowe Middle School in 
Fairfield. He also teaches at The Taft School in Watertown, CT and gives one-on-one private 
cello lessons.  

Mr. Kroqi follows Aaron Lofaro’s eight-year stint as GBYO String Orchestra Conductor. During 
Mr. Lofaro’s tenure, String Orchestra has grown both in size and in musical proficiency. Mr. 
Lofaro stepped down for personal reasons as he welcomes another child into his family. 

Based in Fairfield, GBYO is the largest youth orchestra in Connecticut. It brings 350+ young 
musicians ages 10-18 together each week for rehearsals and performances. GBYO supports nine 
different ensembles, including two jazz bands, three full orchestras and a percussion ensemble.  

GBYO values the development of children as musicians, performers and good citizens. All of its 
conductors and coaches are music educators, ensuring that young musicians feel supported even 
as they are challenged to achieve their highest potential.  

Mr. Kroqi started playing cello at the age of six. He attended the music school Prenk Jakova in 
his native town of Shkoder, Albania. Mr. Kroqi earned his degree in cello performance and 
teaching from the Academy of Fine Arts in Tirana, Albania. From 1994-1998, he studied in Graz, 
Austria, during which time he was an active performer with various groups in the region, 
including the orchestra of the Cathedral of Graz. Since arriving in Connecticut, Mr. Kroqi has 
performed with many orchestras including the Waterbury, Bridgeport, Wallingford, and New 
Britain Symphonies. From 2001-2016, Mr. Kroqi was the Music Director, Chamber Orchestra 
Conductor and Cello Coach of the Greater Waterbury Youth Symphony.  

###	
Greater Bridgeport Youth Orchestras has been providing music education and performance 
opportunities to young musicians since 1961. Its developmentally progressive music program 
gives students the opportunity to play at the highest level both individually and collectively. 
Members are selected by competitive audition and come from 35 communities all over 
Connecticut. GBYO strives for diversity and inclusivity in a social environment that is both 
supportive and musically challenging. Saturday mornings from September through mid-May, 
nine distinct ensembles bring young people together for music, enjoyment, community and 
learning. Through rehearsals and formal performances, young musicians gain valuable 
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experience and an important sense of achievement and self-confidence, while fostering lifelong 
friendships and a love of music.   
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